	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
 on Wednesday, 14th November, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
A Guttridge, A Hubbard, P Hutchings and R Lester 


	Also Present:                          
	 District Councillor M Creffield
 County Councillor R Lindsay
 D Blackburn (Clerk)



	The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.







	
C80/18/19     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Bullen and Dempsey.


	
C81/18/19     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor P Hutchings.
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard, Lester & Taylor.
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Lester & Taylor.
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester.


	
C82/18/19     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 10th October, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C83/18/19

	
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

District Councillor Creffield provide updates on housing development, planning and broadband. He circulated information that had been issued by the District Council concerning the items that could and could not be recycled through the household waste recycling collection service.


	
C84/18/19

	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay reported upon special educational needs, a forthcoming review of school admissions criteria and the County Council’s budget situation. He noted that the new Cabinet Member for Highways appeared to be seeking to improve arrangements for filling in potholes in roads. 

Further to Minute C70.18/19, a trial hole would be dug to establish whether there were any utilities underground that would interfere with the installation of a bollard on High Street with the trial hole and any subsequent installation to be funded equally by the Parish Council and County Councillor Lindsay’s Locality Budget.

The recent confusion caused by diversion signs was raised by Parish Councillors. In particular, the use of a sign indicating roadworks at Station Road when a sign saying roadworks at Stowmarket would have been more helpful. County Councillor Lindsay was asked to feedback the Parish Council’s concerns to the Highways Authority about the content of signage for diversions.


	
C85/18/19     

	
EVENTS

The Chairman, Councillor Taylor referred to Remembrance Sunday in the village which had been well-attended and well-organised.

It was AGREED: That the Baptist Church be thanked for the excellent hospitality provided to the local community on Remembrance Sunday.

The Clerk submitted an update on arrangements for Christmas including the installation and decoration of a Christmas Tree and Carol Singing in the Market Square.


	
C86/18/19     
	
PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES

Councillor Guttridge reported that he was awaiting a response from the District Council’s Heritage and Conservation Team regarding proposed works to the Clock Tower.

Councillor Hubbard had reported that branches were overhanging a streetlight in Wattisham Road. In response to a query from Councillor Hutchings, it was confirmed that there was an intelligent lighting management system in place regarding the timings on which streetlights operated. With one months’ notice to the County Council, they could be set for extended periods to coincide with community events at Chamberlin Hall.

The provision of further grit bins was discussed in view of the County Council’s decision not to replenish grit piles. 

It was AGREED: That two additional grit bins be ordered by the Clerk with sites in Brooksfield to be agreed by Councillors Guttridge and Lester in liaison with Suffolk County Council.


	
C87/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES

The Clerk had liaised with Command Pest Control regarding the damage being caused by rabbits at the Sportsfield. The situation had not deteriorated any further in recent weeks although there were soil deposits which the Maintenance Coordinator would be asked to repair. The length of grass was commented upon as being shorter than anticipated. This would be reviewed in March 2019, towards the end of the football season.

Councillor Hutchings reported upon an urgent request for the release of funds from the Margaret Bishop Chamberlin Hall Fund to improve the sound system and provide wireless microphones. It was explained that Chamberlin Hall relied upon income generated from performance events and event hires that required a good quality and reliable sound system. Councillor Lester asked if the provision of a Hearing Loop system could be investigated.

It was AGREED: That the invoice for a new sound system in the sum of £1500 (including VAT) be processed upon receipt.





	
C88/18/19     

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

The Clerk had liaised with the Parish Council’s insurance broker regarding the Mill Lane Spruce Up Project. Volunteers would come within the scope of the Parish Council’s insurance subject to:

a. The Parish Council organising the project and exercising management and control of activities;
b. A risk assessment being prepared and shared with all volunteers; and
c. The use of hand tools (not power tools) by volunteers.

It was AGREED: That the control measures regarding the involvement of volunteers in the Mill Lane Spruce Up Project including the Risk Assessment be approved.

The Clerk reported on progress with the procurement of a multi-functional copier which would be located at Chamberlin Hall. He had signed the purchase agreement on behalf of the Parish Council. A letter from the Editor of The Bugle thanking all parties involved was read out. Financial contributions towards the project had been confirmed from Kings Pightle Trust (Henry Morphew Bequest) with a cheque for £2,000 having been received, a grant award of £1,000 from Babergh District Council, £1,000 and Locality Funding from County Councillor Lindsay of £1,000 which was expected to be released at the start of the 2019/20 financial year.

It was AGREED: That the invoice for the multi-functional copier be processed upon receipt.

The Clerk made reference to the previous Parish Plan which had been prepared in 2008. There was a discussion about this matter and whether the Parish Council might issue proposals to seek the views of the local community.

It was AGREED: That the preparation of a Parish Council Plan be considered at the start of the term of the new Parish Council in May 2019.


	
C89/18/19







	
EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT
  
Members of the Parish Council received the external auditor’s report. It was identified that there were no substantive issues that required attention. This concluded the process with regard to auditing the Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2017/18. 

It was AGREED: That the report of the External Auditor be received and noted.

	
C90/18/19














	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
  
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:


	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£166.49

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	David Blackburn
	Reimbursement Event Expenses
	Remembrance
	£109.00

	
	Keith Taylor
	Grounds Maintenance
	Salaries & Expenses
	£171.63

	
	M A Legg
	Christmas Tree Stand
	Community Events
	£350.00

	
	Buildbase
	Maintenance
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£15.65

	
	Media Systems Limited
	P A System
	Community Grants
	£1500.00

	
	Stowmarket Concert Band
	Remembrance Event Expenses
	Remembrance 
	£50.00

	
	
(Note: All items to be paid for from the General Fund with the exception of the purchase of the P. A. system which shall be funded from the Margaret Bishop Chamberlin Hall Fund).

	
C91/18/19








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	Reference
	DC/18/04632

	Proposal
	55 Chapel Street Bildeston Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EP 

	Location
	Householder application - erection of a single storey rear extension and front porch. Installation of external weatherboarding and replacement windows. 

	Representation to Planning Authority
	No objection




Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

There were none.


	
C92/18/19
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.


	
C93/18/19
	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hutchings reported that the strimmer required repairing. It was confirmed that the works should be undertaken and an invoice be presented to the next (or a forthcoming0 meeting of the Parish Council. 


The meeting closed at 8.43pm.



Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





